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Machine Learning tools are everywhere!

Deep ML +FPGA 

FCN, Recurrent, 
LSTM NN 

 Convolutional DNN  

Interesting areas 
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Figure 2: An illustration of the deep convolutional neural network architecture. The first

layer is the input jet image, followed by three convolutional layers, a dense layer and an

output layer.

The maxpooling layers performed a 2⇥2 down-sampling with a stride length of 2. The dense

layer consisted of 128 units.

All neural network architecture training was performed with the Python deep learning

libraries Keras [47] and Theano [48] on NVidia Tesla K40 and K80 GPUs using the NVidia

CUDA platform. The data consisted of the 100k jet images per pT -bin, partitioned into 90k

training images and 10k test images. An additional 10% of the training images are randomly

withheld as validation data during training of the model for the purposes of hyperparameter

optimization. He-uniform initialization [49] was used to initialize the model weights. The

network was trained using the Adam algorithm [50] using categorical cross-entropy as a loss
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Deep Kalman 
RNNs 

Generative Models, 
Adversarial Networks 

Multiobjective Regression  

For many crucial applications, ML tools not just one option, but the only option

S. Glayzer



ML cheat sheet 
U N I V E R S I T Y O F C O P E N H A G E N

Machine Learning Workflow

Large-Scale Machine Learning in Astronomy
Slide 8/42
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Endless possibilities - but also many non-trivial hurdles to overcome



Science drivers of ML tools

A N  E X A M P L E

•Technique allows us to tune λ, the tradeoff between 
classification power and robustness to systematic uncertainty
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hAn example: 

background: 1000 QCD jets 
signal: 100 boosted W’s 

Train W vs. QCD classifier 

Simple cut-and-count 
analysis with background 
uncertainty. 

standard 
training

optimal tradeoff of classification vs. & robustness

G. Louppe, M. Kagan, K. Cranmer, arXiv:1611.01046

Focus on scientific requirements for ML development!

ie, robustness wrt experimental systematic uncertainties!



Science drivers of ML tools

though of course we all love fun applications of ML tools!



Some ideas for the next steps
This workshop has nicely illustrated the lively activities of the Machine 
Learning  / Big Data Physics & Astronomy community in Amsterdam!

Many other groups in the NL: Broaden scope to the whole Dutch community!

Is there momentum to create a Dutch ML P&A Working Group? With a 
webpage with the list of ongoing activities and interested groups, code 
resources, literature, maybe also a forum for technical discussions?!

 What about educational activities? Maybe a ML school for advanced PhD 
students and postdocs?!

 Please let us know your suggestions - these ideas will only move forward of 
there is genuine interest in the community!!



Stronger Together
Exploiting synergies within ongoing ML efforts can boost their scientific 
output, as well as to avoid reinventing the wheel!

Machine Learning tools have enormous potential, but one should also make an 
effort to be pedagogical and minimise jargon, to facilitate discussions within 
the community and strengthen collaboration!

Joint efforts could also help in fostering ML applications to “real world 
problems” beyond academic research!



Thank you!    Big data tools for physics and astronomy
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    Big data tools for physics and astronomy
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H I E R A R C H I C A L  G R A P H I C A L  M O D E L S  I N  A S T R O N O M Y
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Celeste

is effectively static during human time scales. In an imag-
ing exposure, the expected count of photons entering the
telescope’s lens from a particular object is proportional to
its brightness. When multiple objects contribute photons to
the same pixel, their rates combine additively.

Second, many sources of prior information about celestial
bodies are available, but none is definitive. Stars tend to
be brighter than galaxies, but many stars are dim and many
galaxies are bright. Stars tend to be smaller than galax-
ies, but many galaxies appear point-like as well. Stars and
galaxies differ greatly in how their radiation is distributed
over the visible spectrum: stars are well approximated by
an “ideal blackbody law” depending only on their tempera-
ture, while galaxies are not. On the other hand, stars are not
actually ideal blackbodies, and galaxies do emit energy in
the same wavelengths as stars. Posterior inference in a gen-
erative model provides a principled way to integrate these
various sources of prior information.

Third, even the most powerful telescopes receive just a
handful of photons per exposure from many celestial ob-
jects. Hence, many objects cannot be precisely located,
classified, or otherwise characterized from the data avail-
able. Quantifying the uncertainty of point estimates is
essential—it is often as important as the accuracy of the
point estimates themselves. Uncertainty quantification is a
natural strength of the generative modeling framework.

Some astronomical software uses probabilities in a heuris-
tic fashion (Bertin & Arnouts, 1996), and a generative
model has been developed for measuring galaxy shapes
(Miller et al., 2013)—a subproblem of ours. But, to our
knowledge, fully generative models for inferring celestial
bodies’ locations and characteristics have not yet been ex-
amined.1 Difficulty scaling the inference for expressive
generative models may have hampered their development,
as astronomical sky surveys produce very large amounts
of data. For example, the Dark Energy Survey’s 570-
megapixel digital camera, mounted on a four-meter tele-
scope in the Andes, captures 300 gigabytes of sky im-
ages every night (Dark Energy Survey, 2015). Once com-
pleted, the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope will house a
3200-megapixel camera producing eight terabytes of im-
ages nightly (Large Synoptic Survey Telescope Consor-
tium, 2014).

The rest of the paper describes the Celeste model (Sec-
tion 2) and its accompanying variational inference proce-
dure (Section 3). Section 4 details our empirical studies on
synthetic data as well as a sizable collection of astronomi-
cal images.

1However, see Hogg (2012) for a workshop presentation
proposing such a model.

Figure 2. The Celeste graphical model. Shaded vertices represent
observed random variables. Empty vertices represent latent ran-
dom variables. Black dots represent constants. Constants with
“bar” decorators, e.g. N✏nb , are set a priori. Constants denoted by
uppercase Greek characters are also fixed; they denote parame-
ters of prior distributions. The remaining constants and all latent
random variables are inferred. Edges signify conditional depen-
dency. Rectangles (“plates”) represent independent replication.

2. The model
The Celeste model is represented graphically in Figure 2.
In this section we describe how Celeste relates celestial
bodies’ latent characteristics to the observed pixel inten-
sities in each image.

2.1. Celestial bodies

Celeste is a hierarchical model, with celestial objects atop
pixels. For each object s D 1; : : : ; S , the unknown 2-vector
�s encodes its position in the sky as seen from earth. In Ce-
leste, every celestial body is either a star or a galaxy. (In the
present work, we ignore other types of objects, which are
comparatively rare.) The latent Bernoulli random variable
as encodes object type: as D 1 for a galaxy, as D 0 for a
star. We set the prior distribution

as ⇠ Bernoulli.˚/: (1)
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Abstract
We present a new, fully generative model of op-
tical telescope image sets, along with a varia-
tional procedure for inference. Each pixel inten-
sity is treated as a Poisson random variable, with
a rate parameter dependent on latent properties
of stars and galaxies. Key latent properties are
themselves random, with scientific prior distribu-
tions constructed from large ancillary data sets.
We check our approach on synthetic images. We
also run it on images from a major sky survey,
where it exceeds the performance of the current
state-of-the-art method for locating celestial bod-
ies and measuring their colors.

1. Introduction
This paper presents Celeste, a new, fully generative model
of astronomical image sets—the first such model to be em-
pirically investigated, to our knowledge. The work we
report is an encouraging example of principled statistical
inference applied successfully to a science domain under-
served by the machine learning community. It is unfortu-
nate that astronomy and cosmology receive comparatively
little of our attention: the scientific questions are funda-
mental, there are petabytes of data available, and we as a
data-analysis community have a lot to offer the domain sci-
entists. One goal in reporting this work is to raise the profile
of these problems for the machine-learning audience and
show that much interesting research remains to be done.

Turn now to the science. Stars and galaxies radiate photons.
An astronomical image records photons—each originating
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right 2015 by the author(s).

Figure 1. An image from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS,
2015) of a galaxy from the constellation Serpens, 100 million
light years from Earth, along with several other galaxies and many
stars from our own galaxy.

from a particular celestial body or from background at-
mospheric noise—that pass through a telescope’s lens dur-
ing an exposure. Multiple celestial bodies may contribute
photons to a single image (e.g. Figure 1), and even to a
single pixel of an image. Locating and characterizing the
imaged celestial bodies is an inference problem central to
astronomy. To date, the algorithms proposed for this in-
ference problem have been primarily heuristic, based on
finding bright regions in the images (Lupton et al., 2001;
Stoughton et al., 2002).

Generative models are well-suited to this problem—for
three reasons. First, to a good approximation, photon
counts from celestial objects are independent Poisson pro-
cesses: each star or galaxy has an intrinsic brightness that


